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4.   Public Issues 3 - 6 

 To receive any public questions, statements or petitions submitted in 
accordance with the Constitution, which is available to view at the following 
link: 

https://democracy.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeID=15
1&Info=1&bcr=1 

The deadline for the submission of a public question is 4 clear working days 
before the meeting. 

The deadline for the submission of a statement is midday the working day 
before the meeting. 

The deadline for the submission of a petition is 10 working days before the 
meeting. 
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Cabinet – 16 December 2020 
 
Agenda Item 14 – Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole Parking Standards 
Supplementary Planning Document 

Public Question from Gerald Riglar 

The published official comments concerning parking requirements involve repeated 
references to “matters being carried forward” and to previous “expectations”; 
implying no real ability to effect alterations.  

Surely nothing is beyond the capabilities of those making sustainable decisions (now 
specifically informed of widespread public concerns) to effect appropriate 
modifications.  

Whilst travel remains a key component of our lives, “zero carparking” should not be 
fostered whilst transport deserts exist, not only in geographical areas but also in 
operational timings. 

Will acceptance of ‘zero carparking’ (in future developments) be prohibited until 
after public transport is significantly more comprehensive and user-friendly? 

Response by the Portfolio Holder for Regeneration Economy and Strategic 
Planning/ Portfolio Holder for Transport and Sustainability? 

The Parking Standards SPD has taken into consideration access to public transport 
and the availability of local services when determining the parking requirements. 
Zones A & B are the most sustainable and highly accessible locations across BCP 
and so I believe that zero car parking is appropriate there for certain types of 
developments. For areas outside these locations it is recognised that private cars will 
be more important for travelling and therefore provision of parking spaces is sought 
in new developments. The Council is working closely with the public transport 
operators and through its Transforming Cities Fund programme it is increasing the 
availability and choice of sustainable alternatives to private car travel along key 
corridors. 

Additionally, the introduction of developments without car parking will increase the 
demand for public transport, making services and routes more viable for the bus 
companies. The hope is that a virtuous circle of improvement will result. 

 

Agenda Item 7 – Wessex Fields Site Development Update 

Public Question from Conor O’Luby 

"Will the Cabinet give a commitment to evaluate any future A338-Wessex Fields Link 
plans in line with changes brought about by the pandemic, including in the areas of 
active travel, office demand and protection and promotion of cultural, green and wild 
spaces?" 

Response by the Portfolio Holder for Regeneration, Economy and Strategic 
Planning 

“This Cabinet and BCP Council as a whole is committed to our communities and part 
of that commitment is to listen and include. As our world changes around us we must 
respond appropriately and of course react to the way that the world changes. 
However it is important to use reliable, fact-based data and, whilst we are in a period 
of change at the moment, modelling for the future typically takes historic data and 
extrapolates that forward to generate the most predictable outcome. We have no 
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historic data to reflect a pandemic impact on our way of life. This means we must 
move carefully when evaluating changes and use only data which has a basis in fact 
and which we are satisfied is robust. 

Separately, we agree that the demands and opportunities of specific schemes also 
changes as the world does. Sustainable travel has always been at the centre of our 
plans for Wessex Fields and will remain so. As we move forward with the partnership 
with the hospital and university around the development of an exciting medi-tech 
research park, the demands and opportunities many grow there too. Therefore, we 
have a duty to ensure that the ability to unlock the full potential of the scheme is 
assured.”  
 

Agenda Item 13 – Climate Action Annual Report 2019/20 and Agenda Item 7 
Wessex Fields Site Development Update 

Public Question from Susan Chapman 

Global atmospheric carbon dangerously continues to rise and billions of deaths are 
predicted within this century so leadership for decarbonisation at speed and scale is 
critical. The aspirations here of BCP in Agenda Item 13 are frighteningly 
unambitious.  Since the plans for Item 7 are clearly at odds with treasuring what 
remains of Mother Nature how will our alleged "global climate leaders" make this 
powerful Report (e.g.  permafrost melting 70 years early)  accessible for all 
BCP/Dorset citizens as we rise to the challenge of 15 minute cities, Dig for Victory, 
Make Do and Mend and  Salvage and Survive?  

Response by the Portfolio Holder for Regeneration Economy and Strategic 
Planning 

The Council aims to become Carbon neutral by 2030 and, working with partners, to 
ensure the entire BCP area is Carbon-neutral buy 2050.  I do not agree that these 
aims are unambitious. 

Furthermore, the Council is committed to sustainable development at Wessex Fields, 
bringing forward uses that will be for the benefit of the community and wider 
conurbation. As we work with key partners in the local area to realise the vision for 
the site, we are also mindful of meeting our carbon neutral goals within the Council 
and within the BCP area as a whole. 

 

Agenda Item 13 – Climate Action Annual Report 2019/20  

Public Questions from Elizabeth Elwick 

1. How does the proposed aim to make BCP a Freeport fit with the council’s Net 
zero carbon emissions pledge stated in the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency (CEE) Action Plan?  

2. How will BCP council ensure that the proposed public consultation of the 
(CEE) Plan is accessible to the towns diverse community? 

3. Will all political parties in the council be invited to develop the response to the 
public consultation?  

Response by the Portfolio Holder for Transport and Sustainability 

1. BCP Council’s aim of gaining Freeport status would strengthen links between 
the local authority, the port and airport.  This would facilitate opportunities to 
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‘explore options to reduce emissions from shipping at the Port of Poole’ and 
‘reduce pollution from aeroplanes and passengers driving cars to and from 
Bournemouth Airport’ which were actions proposed in the draft 2050 Climate 
Action Plan.  We will be consulting the public on their views and priorities on 
the draft action plan and would welcome your response. 

Furthermore, although the BCP bid is still being developed and is in early 
stages, additional links with the climate change agenda are being 
investigated, for example, to the Government’s Green Industrial Revolution 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-ten-point-plan-for-a-green-
industrial-revolution which has a focus on Jet Zero and Green Ships.  

2. The 2050 Climate Action Plan will be launching on 17 Dec (subject to Cabinet 
approval) and will be available on the Council’s new engagement 
platform.  The link will be shared on social media and circulated via the 
Council’s news emails.  Paper copies will be available on request from BCP 
libraries, but we hope to keep this to a minimum to reduce paper use, 
transportation and waste.  The public will be encouraged to talk with friends 
and family about the survey and help those without access to a computer to 
complete it online if possible. 

3. Once the results of the public engagement exercise are in, it is intend to hold 
an All-Member workshop to discuss them. 

 

Public Question from Anita Rose 

How can you justify going back on your commitment to hold a Citizen’s Assembly on 
Climate Action? 

Response by the Portfolio Holder for Transport and Sustainability 

The proposal for a Citizens Assembly on Climate Change was shelved by the former 

Unity Alliance during their period as the Administration of BCP on the grounds that 

the expected cost of £70,000 to the taxpayer could not be justified at this time.  I 

support that decision. As and when there is an opportunity to find an additional 

£70,000, I will be looking for projects to spend it on which will actually contribute to 

action countering Climate Change rather than talking about it.  
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